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Art like Sclence knows no boundaries: Homi Bhabha and the World of Art

Homi Bhabha is remembered ag one of India's most cutstanding scienfists and scienfific
organizers but his much-admired skills as artist and his deep interest in art and his roleas a
connoisseur and art collector is today all but forgotten. The title of this talk is taken from
Bhabha's letter to Maulana Azad wrtten in 1947, shortly before India became
independent, where he had argued in favour of an expansive and “imtemationalise™
approach to identify an “Indian”™ artist. This talk accompanied by an illustrated slide show
will focus on Bhabha's interest inart, his formal training and early aspiration to become an
artist and go on 1o reflect on the his role as a patron in his later Life. Taking up the context of
madermnity in Indian art, the talk will lecate and confextualize the role played by the

collector in defining and shaping a collection. More significantly, the location of Bhabha's
art collection within a scientific institute — namely, the Tata Institwte of Fundamental

Research, Bombay, leads us to speculate on Bhabha's model of institution-building.




