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As Mumbai expands, its open spaces are shrinking
Open spaces must clearly be the foundation of ciy planning. An ‘Open Mumbai’ P K DS
ensures our physical and democratic well-being. Unfortunately, over the years,
open spaces have become leftovers' or residual spaces affer construction patential
has been explited.
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Through this plan, we hope 1o generate dialogue between pecple, goverment,

at

It
the centre of planning,

A plan that includes the vast, diverse natural assets of the city, including rivers,
creeks, lakes, ponds, mangroves, wetlands, beaches and the incredible seafronts.
A plan that aims o create non-barrcaded, non-exclusive, non-eltst spaces that
provide access to al our citizens.

Supported by

Tose plas and prgosats e esentaly roed i s of comanton,

" ' their spatial
transformation. Rather than mega projects with largescale displacements and
omous revenue burdens, this approach s based on more pragmatic and

people-criented alternatives. $ir.9.3 Collegs of Architscture
By achieving intensive levels of citizens’ participation we wish to engage

governments to devise comprehensive plans for public spaces. Successful

achievement of these plans and proposals, will require necessary amendments

and provisions in the Development Plan and DC Regulations.
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MUMBAI WATERFRONTS CENTRE
BOOK RELEASE - ‘0n The Waterfronts : Reclaiming Public Spaces’

Authored by P K Das and Dr. Indra Munshi at 2.30 pm, the NGMA auditorium L

OPEN FORUM: FIRST SEMINAR - RECLAIMING WATER-FRONTS
March 17, 3.00 pm to 6.00 pm at the NGMA auditorium

Ouristand city has a long coastline datted with beaches, unusual rock formations, mangroves, wetlands, ivers and creeks. A city on water, yet
ragically, we have turned our backs o the 149 kms of coastine.

Insteat of protecting our coastine, we continue to abuse and misuse it fo private and commercial gain. Dumping wastes and lan filing are
commonplace.

With citizens'effot, we have developed some very popular promenades at the edge of earier reclamations. Bandstand, Land End and Carter
Road in Bandra, the famous beach in Juhu, are models for the protection and development of waterfronts,

Land's End in Bandra has been developed as a cultural space with an amphitheatre after restaring the hill there; the ancient fort has been
restored too. The long seafront of Bandstand and Carter Road have un-barricaded walkways, promenades and gardens and is democratic space
accessible by all sacio-economic groups.

10 the case of Juhu, the ciizen's movement there was able 1o reclai the beach from illegal encroachment both by unauthorised hawkers a5
wel as private residences. A comprehensive plan re-ocated the hawkers without displacing their ivelihoods it even provided them with civic
permissions to function legally,

In Bandra again, in the waterfront o faciitate the !
eeds. Midtown in Dadar Chowpatty, @ beach nourishment programme is underway to rebuild the eroded beach.

Mumbai also has an exceptionally long eastern watertront that is largely occupied by the ports and the navy, leaving very ltle access to the
public. There are several proposals by different planners and citizen groups to open up larger parts of the eastern waterfrons.

Mumbai has nearly 16kms of beautiful beaches, providing significant public open spaces and oppartunty or enjoying the view of the Arabian
Sea, open-sky and amazing sunsets. Aksa, Madh, Marve, Versoa, Juhu, Mahim, Dadar, Prabhade, Erangal and Girgaon are the various beaches
along the west coast of our city. Millons of peaple flack these popular beaches every day for leisure, relaxation & entertainment,

Like most of our coastiine, Jected,
 eroded fillng in diferent areas. Garbage disposal and sewage
outlets onto our shores are common. Encroachments on to beaches both by rich and poor have constricted space for public access and use

i in this plan
we connect the various beaches with other apen spaces and their neighbornoods o prevent their isolation while achieving the integration and
expansion of open spaces n the city.

Introduction:

P i, U1
adani
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MUMBAI WATERFRONTS CENTRE.

OPEN FORUM: SECOND SEMINAR - NATURAL ASSETS INTEGRATION
March 24, 2.30 pm t0 6.00 p.m at the NGMA auditorium

Rivers
Mumbai has four rivers; namely Mithi, Oshiwara, Boisar and Dahisar.
As with overy other natural asset,
relasing sewage into them and land

hese rivers too have been continuously neglected and abused with the dumping of sold waste and debris,
ing,

These conditions have turned the rivers into stinking nullahs. As a matter of fact most peaple dor't even know them as ives. Consersation,
protection nor integration nto the development plan of the city has been seriously attempled.

publc spaces, urban idea of networking.
public open spaces.

ks & Mangroves

Creeks are a distinct geographic feature of Mumbai. Along with the creeks a rich varity of mangroves characterize the ecological and
environmental landscape. Creeks & Mangroves cover an area of 70.97 sq.kms.

Bath creeks and mangroves are a unified ecologicalsystem that must be protected, nurtured and integrated.

Tragicaly, we have a long history of abuse and destruction of this signficant ecological and environmental system in this city. Cutting of
mangroves, dumping wastes including, toxi and chemical wastes, debris disposa, et has been a common phenomenon. Also and filing by real
estate interests, 10 mangroves, has led damage.

Thiough this plan, by which the continuing. and the edges of the creeks doveloped
as public open spaces, thereby providing a much-needed bartieror buffe zone.

Wetands

I urban planning and development terms, wetlands inclucing saltpans are commonly understood as wastelands and therefore consicered
under utilized. Like crecks and mangroves, wetlands t0o are a part of nature's bio-enginering that protects coastines, checks soil eosion, and
enables lood control, besides being valuable breeding ground for marine ife. Like ourcreeks and mangroves, our wetlands have been subjected to
similar abuse.

create an spaces n the city

Lakes, Ponds & Tanks
se water bodies need 1o be protected from abuse, conserved; their water quality improved by various methods such as aeration and their
periphery developed as public spaces for leisure and relasation.
Instead of being baricaded of protected, the lakes, ponds & Lanks along with the public spaces can be networked with ather neighbouriood
open spaces, and become an organic part of the city.

Itroduction:
Ms Valsa Nair Singh, IAS, Environment Principal Secretary
Bittu Saiga, Editor in Chef ‘SANCTUARY'
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Ao
OPEN FORUM: THIRD SEMINAR - GARDENS & PLAYGROUNDS r & pas
March 31, 2.30 pm to 6.00 pm at the NGMA auditorium AssociaTES

& Ironicaly there i i hat

ensures that the few gardens and parks are increasingly decorative, manicured and barrcaded.

This mindset has to change. Gardens and parks are for leisure but they also provide opportunity for enriching community ife. They can be
reatspaces for community interaction, nurtring community elationships. Therefore these spaces must be interlinked with ather public spaces in
the area

llhs, roads, transpartation links, public buildings and the vast natural

assets tc.

Pk 52%
play grounds constitute 8.3% and Recreation Grounds 1.62%. Reserved open spaces that have been encroached and or buill upon are 1.09% of
the total land area of Mumbai open spaces, reserved in plan s stilla meagre

3.66% of the total land area .¢., 2pprox. 19 sq. kms. of land area. If we divide this by 12.4 millon people lving in the municipal It of Mumbai
then the ratio of open space per person will be 1,58 sq.mis. per person a5 compared to London having 31.68 sq.mirs per person and New York
having 26.8 sq.mirs. per person. If 25% of the reserved open-spaces are allowed for construction, as under the proposed adoption and caretaker
policythen the rati of open-space per person will further educe to 0.87 sq.mirs. per person. This is not only alarming but a death-knell for a city
tiped to be 2 future global city and India' pride.

Introduction:
Me T C Benjamin, S, Principal Secrtary, UD
Neera Puni

Nayan Kathpalia

Ashoke Pancit
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OPEN FORUM: FOURTH SEMINAR - OPEN MUMBAI PLAN rxpas
April 7, 2.30 pm t0 6.00 pm at the NGMA auditorium AssociaTES

As Mumbai expands, its open spaces are shinking. The demacratic space’ that ensures accountabilty and enables dissent i also shrnking,
very subtly but surely The cit's shrinking physical open spaces are of course the most visible manifestation a they adversely affect our quality of
Ife.Open spaces must clearly be the foundation of cty planning. An Open Mumbai®ensures our physical and democratc well-being. Instead, over
the years, apen spaces have become “leftovers or residual spaces after canstruction patentiel has been exploited. Though this plan, we hope to
generate dilogue between people, government, professionals ... and within movements working for social, cultural and environmental change.It is
2 plan that redefines land use and evelopment, placing people and community ife at the centre of planning - not real estate and construction
potential.A plan that redefines the "notion of open spaces to go beyond gardens and recrealional grounds — o include the vast, diverse natural
assets of the city, including rivers, creeks, lakes, ponds, mangroves, wetlands, beaches & the incredible seafronts.A plan that aims to create
non-barricaded, non-exclusive, non-eltist spaces that provides access 1o all our citizens.A plan that ensures open spaces s not only available but

cuturally y IifeA plan that we hope will be the beginning of @ dialogue to
create a ruly representative Peoples’ Plan’ for the ity

Objectves:
Expand and network public open spaces.

Canserve natural assets & protect ecosensitive borders
Prepare a comprehensive waterfrons plan

Establish walking and cycling tracks

Promate social, cultual and recreational opporturities
Evolve and faciltate participatory governance practices

List of proposed schemes for achievement of the abjectivs:

(1) Rivers to nulah's to Rivers, (9 Gardens and Recreational grounds.
(2)Creeks and Mangroves (10) Layout RGs.

(3)Lokes, Ponds and Tarks. (1) ntegration of Nullh's

(@) Incredible Seafronts (12) Histori Forts and Precincts.

() Vitiands. (13)Open’ peaple fiendly Raiiway Statons.
(6) Beaches. (14) Mobilty & Roads.

7 Hill and Forests. (15) Area networking

® City forests.

These plans and i in ideas of toret J

and their spatial ransformation.Rather than mega projects with large:scal displacements and enormous revenue burdens, this approach is based
on more pragmatic and peaple-crented alternatives.Frstly, we believe that al re-developments shoulg recognise and respect existng reaites as
partof process.

Siuch an approach engages citizens, leads to btter qualiy e and ensures a more ‘democratic, more equitable city. By achieving intensive lovls

o citzens' particip to engage & plans for publc spaces. Successful achievement of
these pl provisions in Plan and D.C. Regul 4 al
with our plans.

Itroduction:

‘Subodh Kumar, IAS, Municipal Commissioner
Raiiv Mishra, Principa of St 1) College of Architecture

VK Phatak, MMRDA Chief Planner Suppared —
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